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1. CMS has finalized the MDS assessment window

2. The MDS Medicare schedule has been updated to reflect the changes in the assessment 

window.  All date ranges now reflect the fiscal year 2012 rules

 

 

3.  MDS schedule for Change/End/Resume Therapy

3a:  When using VISUAL Tracking for minutes, the COT report will show assessments due/done. 

This is determined when the RUG level changes due to therapy minutes.  The report picks up 

COTs due following regular schedule PPS MDSes , as well

When a COT is not due, an explanation is given. (eg., a regular PPS was not done or scheduled 

during days 7-28, the resident was discharged  and returned, the change in therapy minutes is 

too small to affect the RUG 

finalized the MDS assessment window, effective October 1st, 2011, as follows:

 

edicare schedule has been updated to reflect the changes in the assessment 

.  All date ranges now reflect the fiscal year 2012 rules: 

MDS schedule for Change/End/Resume Therapy  (COT schedule): 

When using VISUAL Tracking for minutes, the COT report will show assessments due/done. 

This is determined when the RUG level changes due to therapy minutes.  The report picks up 

COTs due following regular schedule PPS MDSes , as well as those following EOT

When a COT is not due, an explanation is given. (eg., a regular PPS was not done or scheduled 

28, the resident was discharged  and returned, the change in therapy minutes is 

too small to affect the RUG score, etc.) 
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When using VISUAL Tracking for minutes, the COT report will show assessments due/done. 

This is determined when the RUG level changes due to therapy minutes.  The report picks up 

as those following EOT-R assessments.  

When a COT is not due, an explanation is given. (eg., a regular PPS was not done or scheduled 

28, the resident was discharged  and returned, the change in therapy minutes is 



3b:  The report also takes into account any breaks in therapy.  Depending on the number of days 

between therapy, it will show when EOT, EOT-R, or EOT+SOT is due/done.   

 

3c:  There is an option to display “Missing assessments only”.  This is a simplified version of the 

report and will display only those assessments that are required, explanations are not shown, 

and is available in date order (earliest required MDS first). 

 

4. Given the new narrowed window for Medicare assessments, Reliable has added a message to 

alert the user, on both the selector screen and within the MDS: 

 

 

 
 

5. Reliable has added A0310c=4 (Change of Therapy assessment) to the “new” screen. When 

clicked, a yellow bar will appear showing the last PPS ARD and the next four possible COT 

assessment dates: 

 

 



 

6. This is the regular monthly grid that the Rehab department uses to enter minutes. 

Many new features have been added to this screen:  

a. An added row beneath the grid titled “COT.” 

b. Alerts. 

c. MDS button. 

 

 

 

6a:  Every number on the COT row represents the day of the month.  When any day is selected, 

the bottom portion of the screen displays the following: 

 

 

On the bottom of this display there is a color-coded legend for the rehab levels. 

This will help to determine whether or not a COT assessment is required. 

Following the seven-day rolling window rule, for an ARD of 8/2, COT dates are 8/9, 8/16, 8/23, 

8/30. In the above example, the 8
th

 of the month is selected.  The most recent ARD, 8/2, is 

displayed on top.  This line is yellow, indicating rehab level RH.  The next COT date is 8/9. The up 

arrow indicates that the level is going up from (yellow) RH to (orange) RV. This clearly shows the 

user that a COT assessment is required for the 8/9 evaluation date.   



 

 

 

6b:  Same screen as above.  In this example, the 13
th

 is selected.  Notice the Message on the 

bottom right.  This is showing the user that the last MDS (ARD 8/2) had a score of RHA20.  Right 

now, this resident is at RL (i.e. a COT will be required). If given an additional 190 minutes, the 

level will go up to RH (i.e. no COT will be required). Other possible messages will tell the user 

how many minutes to the next level, or how many minutes above the current level. 

 

 

 

 

In the example below, the message clearly shows the user that with only 19 additional minutes, 

RV would go up to the next level, RU, and also avoid the need for a COT: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6c:  Next to the Day field on the monthly grid screen, any day of the month can be entered. 

When the MDS button is clicked, a list will be displayed on the bottom portion of the screen, 

showing what rehab level would apply for that ARD.

 

 

7.  There is a new View available

a specified date: 

 

 

Each resident’s grid is a button. Clicking on the button will display that resident’s monthly log.

 

Next to the Day field on the monthly grid screen, any day of the month can be entered. 

When the MDS button is clicked, a list will be displayed on the bottom portion of the screen, 

showing what rehab level would apply for that ARD. 

 

available, titled COT View,  to check for all COT assessments due, based on 

Each resident’s grid is a button. Clicking on the button will display that resident’s monthly log.

Next to the Day field on the monthly grid screen, any day of the month can be entered. 

When the MDS button is clicked, a list will be displayed on the bottom portion of the screen, 

 

COT assessments due, based on 

 

Each resident’s grid is a button. Clicking on the button will display that resident’s monthly log. 



8. Determine Best MDS Therapy Date.  

screen. In this View (as well as in 

residents (by clicking the button next to the resident’s name)

 

9.  Reliable is constantly updating items

 

Some of these features include:

 

• New fields on the MDS:

• Changes to the RUGS IV 

minutes.  

• All new fields have been added to th

Determine Best MDS Therapy Date.  This is similar to the MDS button (5c) on the monthly grid 

(as well as in most Views), there is the option to display 

(by clicking the button next to the resident’s name).  

 

Reliable is constantly updating items, as the nursing home industry is constantly evolving.

Some of these features include: 

New fields on the MDS: O0450a, O0450b, Z0900e 

RUGS IV Grouper to reflect changes in the calculation of group Rehab 

All new fields have been added to the MDS Report Generator: O0450a, O0450b, Z0900e

he MDS button (5c) on the monthly grid 

, there is the option to display the listing for ALL 

 

nursing home industry is constantly evolving. 

to reflect changes in the calculation of group Rehab 

e MDS Report Generator: O0450a, O0450b, Z0900e 


